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YOUSSEF MARROUN CONT. CO.

With our much care from the beginning to
develop our organization continuously to
proceed hand in hand with current technology in
all its works, its owner has taken care to manage
it by himself. Elite of directors, engineers,
technicians and trained specialized labor were
chosen to help in the process of development,
management and work execution in the best
manner possible.

TUV
AUSTRIA
HELLAS

ENG IS0 9001:2015
No. : 1317386063503

A JOURNEY
FULL OF

ACHIEVEMENTS

+966 11 476 5992
+966 11 206 1179
+966 555067093
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Dear Passengers,

s we enter a new year, flynas is continuing to strive
for the best by ensuring customer satisfaction and
forging special partnerships.
Thanks to God, we have just ended a year characterized
y sustained success that has been recognized through
numerous prestigious awards — honors and accolades that we have
continued to receive every year. For the third year in a row we were
named the Best Low Cost Airline in the Middle East — the first
national carrier to achieve this. Such achievements are only possible
thanks to the continuous efforts of our team to offer the best services at
competitive prices, ensure we adhere to our travel schedule and deliver
a high standard of customer services.

This was not the only award we received. As you may know,
we were also named the Middle East’s Best Airline at the 2017
Skytrax Awards, a global standard for excellence in airlines.
Taking place at the Paris Air Show in France, this prestigious
award is decided based on votes and results of surveys over a
10 -month period. Skytrax analyzes adherence to quality and
other standards across 41 key performance indices in services and
products. The fact flynas was honored in this category reflects the
advancements in Saudi aviation.

All these awards show that we greatly value our relationships
with our clients and demonstrate our respect for them. We also
work effortlessly to provide them with the best services on board
our aircrafts. At flynas, we always add new programs, destinations
and air routes to reinforce our positive relationships with our
customers. Recently, the announcement that we were flying to
Baghdad was covered by the global media and made the headlines.
A flynas aircraft was the first from Saudi Arabia in 27 years to
land at Baghdad airport and was received by Kazem Finjan, Iraq’s
transport minister. This flight helped open up new avenues of
cooperation between the two countries.

On the other hand, we started operating flights between Jeddah
and Kano in Nigeria, adding another destination to flynas’ expanding
route map. We have just launched flights between the Kingdom and
Pakistan in February 2018. We are expecting the best from these new
connections and especially anticipate the arrival of Nigerian pilgrims.

Today, we are closer to you than ever before. We will always try to
consider your comments and prioritize your feedback as part of our
efforts to develop a lasting partnership with you.

Bandar Al-Muhanna
CEO of flynas

oSy o Wl vlpb

flynas WELCOMES YOU! A
W2 Joluodl Udguid

szl 08le pley T o insianns s Oyl (08 332l Liole T
ol u> oSl LiMac go dsmaall WBMall o selly wloVlg
Lololoual Jgl Logs palo,

il Aazsmoll 3lgzlly wlsladly Gule lole Lygh call Jias,
I plel) lias 188 8,3Vl placVl oo ple JS cob Lixasdl,
Byl (58 (S5laisl lpub S5 Juadl 8531 (sle (slgill (sle
Juasy sy LYl Lis iz osiby J3U Il wsSi) dawgVl
Sl Oloszdl Jiadl p1si) ity 9 s ooty il alolgiall sgp2l
ala)l Mol doasg ol aiclgo @8y ol Lol cdowdlis
835> csde Lla> golei oS8 bamgll o 55l olls S5 plg
$lo> couo sVl &yl Sgiwe (sl (Salazdl Ol sl
vore Wllled oo Lubyd 8 2017 ple) “LusSly S
wsde sa0il) Lolle Thso 155 il 835Le)l codg «Sozl Layb
Olhall WSy sl HLasVl géy Cus Ol lS,b a0
e sazandl Sl g Ml golug wlgoVl (e sl sylall
oloazdly Olssiodl (08 slsW [ivgo 41 e pil 8,uine lao
59 Ulyudall g Unb sokns GuSmyg « ol Olyads 830 158, Lo (ool
usgedl el aS Lol

WoMows LidMe dos) HwlSsil laydg> (58 lesa> yilo=l 0ia 0]
iz Lol 3] cpgizlyg pginnze) oSy Lo csual Jiyg ) Liolyislg
2o aiinll @Ml 58 (slinll anusll el @ (s plo JS
9| ul.g>99| Cwb.; 2> Ugd uub U|).Jo 9 [Gn yg L.J)SLm.o
Lo Lowd @dMell a>luwo o 135 s,>| Gb

lxall 8 eluoVl oo Sl slasy dp>g puel OIS 340
JolS Jd b 8yl wila> 3] pllall Sgiwro (sde oMVl
a5 o gdg lole 27 dio sy Uno o8 baupi 392w 8,ilb
Jedl 59 wlleo (b Ulub 8¢ JLsiwl o8 cus usig @
omiziaiad] (] s slail) 831> LT 2y Lo 99 « 8l
25 oS Uz 88 9ilSg > w WM, u|.bu| nS).>| p> o
OliwSly aSLaod] o >y Gubiadd 33> ddas (e VMYl
lp>g Gl Wb (sl réaine 2018 5yl 50 yp il 138 ¢po lail
2zl o989 <555Vl Olall 8o ailg )l 8305 ¢ pinsiae oo
o comd il Gyl (] o poiolly
350 ol logs Uglxig esino @y oSl (o 5T pS ] 081 gl Ll
]l S oy Logs (ol Lisglie Jzeo oS5l gaaig pSiUa>oy
s PinD9 IS h

Uawll jaiu
b Olala) osiaaiadl gl

flynas.com /02



ajlaill arnllell Hguay adyn

%%UN E éE -2042

REBUNE International Trading Company

HEAD OFFICE

Jeddah : +966 12 6300893

Riyadh Dammam : +966 13 8475479

Tel : +966 11 4580787 Qasim : +966 16 3270775

Fax : +966 11 4389390 Khamis Mushayt : +966 17 2377691
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Call Center 920006752

Dear Guest,

t gives me great pleasure to welcome you on board this

flynas flight today.

This time last year we were announcing our aircraft

order and preparing for our 10th anniversary as a
business. This month we continue on our path of driving
flynas further. We have started our flights to Pakistan from
Jeddah, Dammam and our home base of Riyadh. This is a
very exciting move for us combining the pilgrimage needs
of the faithful in Pakistan with the needs of the Kingdom’s
economic development.
We took a decision last year that our aircraft interiors and our
seats in particular needed to move closer to the experience that
you, our cherished guests, will experience in the A320 neo so
we undertook a programme to refit 11 of our aircraft with
the new Geven Essenza seats that combine comfort and
space. We truly hope you will enjoy the experience.
Now that we are moving into our second decade as a business
we are determined to stay at the forefront of Saudi aviation
with developments such as our mobile app which has surpassed
the 1 million download mark. This level of custom brings great
confidence to our e-Care team and our e-Commerce division
who are relentless in their push for development. We realise
that sometimes the monthly updates may be mildly annoying
but we believe that with each update and addition we are
improving your experience and we truly appreciate, and pay
attention to, the feedback that you send us.
We are also very happy with the number of you that have
joined Nasmiles, our loyalty programme where your riyal
spend with us is converted to points. We will be developing
our membership offering over the coming months so please
ensure you take advantage of the free membership.
As you will know by now we are primarily interested in your
safety & comfort so please relax and enjoy the flight. If the
crew can be of any assistance to you please do not hesitate
to ask them. Once again thanks for the business, we know
you have a choice and it is our great privilege that you chose
flynas. We look forward to welcoming you and your friends
and loved ones onboard many times in the future.

Paul Byrne
Senior Vice President of flynas
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Roots

We explore Unaizah, the <—
oldest city in Qassim province
that is characterized by
farms, orchards and abundant
water. It has been the subject
of literature by well-known
writers.
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Amman... A city that captures the heart
Our writer takes a stroll down the streets of Amman
and explores its history, culture and architecture in
the context of the seven hills that originally made up
the Jordanian capital.

FOR ADVERTISING
AND SUGGESTIONS:

Mobile: +966506993873
Phone: +966112886588
Info@forgoodadv.com

Project Manager
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PR & Publishing Manager
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Sales Supervisor
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SAUDI ARABIA
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YAMAMA COMPANY
For Red Bricks and Clay Products
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Book on our new direct flights from Riyadh to Islamabad starting
from February 2018

@ flynQs.com
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eturn flights will take off
from Riyadh, Dammam and
Jeddah and land in Lahore and
Islamabad.
Flights between the two countries will
commence with the initial Dammam-
Lahore route on February 2018. Flights
from Riyadh to Lahore and Islamabad as
well as the Jeddah-Lahore route will begin
on February.
Flights between the two countries will
be delivered by large-bodied aircraft that
have recently joined the B767 fleet as well
as A320 planes. Reservations can be made
through sales agents, the flynas website or
mobile app.

Continuous
expansion

The new flights will primarily serve
passengers traveling for business, Haj or
Umrah purposes. They will also introduce
fresh options to travelers looking to access
different regions in the Kingdom through
flynas’ domestic network of 17 destinations.

“We continue to expand our reach to meet
our passengers’ needs. We are currently

operating new destinations in Asia and
Africa, with new flights launched in 2017

to Kano in Nigeria and prospective flights =

to Algeria, Pakistan and India in 2018.
Continuing our achievements of the last 10
years, we promise that 2018 will be a year of
expansion and access to new destinations,
both domestic and international,” said
CEO Bandar Al-Muhanna.

~—

FlynQs » NEWS
wlitbs

Pakistan tops list of
world’s best travel
destinations

The British Backpacker Society recently
ranked Pakistan as the number one
adventure travel destination of 2018,
describing Pakistan as “one of the
friendliest countries on earth, with
mountain scenery that is beyond anyone’s
wildest imaginations.”

According to the report shared on the
British Backpacker Society website, which
is followed by thousands of people, Pakistan
topped a list of 20 countries attractive to
tourists including Russia, India, Turkey,
Kyrgyzstan and China.

“Pakistan is the clear winner of the British
Backpacker Society’s top 20 adventure
travel destinations 2018 and we encourage
keen travellers to book a trip now,” said the
backpackers, who have travelled to over
101 countries.

Talking to Gulf News, Samuel Joynson and
Adam Sloper of the British Backpacker
Society said the “amazing” hospitality and
“breathtaking” natural beauty of Pakistan
captured their hearts.

The British Backpacker Society aims to
inspire people to travel to rarely visited
destinations in the developing world. ®
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FUTURE
PILOT:
GIVING
ASPIRING £
SAUDIS °
THE 2
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Captain

Abdulmohsen Al-Arifi
Manager of Flight
Training

hen asked about their future
dreams and ambitions,
students often talk about

taking up flying as a career. This shouldn’t
come as a surprise because conquering the
skies has been one of humanity’s greatest
dreams throughout history, with many
ambitious and talented people pursuing
and achieving such goals.

For a lot of people wanting to fly there is a
very thin line between dreams and reality,
but the flynas “Future Pilot” program
aims to change that by providing co-pilot
training to young Saudis in line with
the company’s vision and giving them
the opportunity to convert their hobby of
flying into a professional career and truly
experience the pleasure of soaring through
the skies.

Manager of Flight Training, Captain
Abdulmohsen Al-Arifi, talked to flynas
about the program and outlined the
criteria for potential candidates wishing
to join a talented team running the largest
budget airline in Saudi Arabia.

Firstly, please tell us briefly
about the “Future Pilot”
program and its development.
Future Pilot is a program designed for
Saudi nationals who have a local or
foreign aviation license that meets the
requirements of the World Aviation Group
as well as a license from the Saudi aviation
authorities. This will give them the
opportunity to join the specialized training
program that is carried out on flynas’
Airbus aircraft.

Future Pilot has been in operation since
2010. Initially, it expected to attract 100
young Saudis within five years. However,
the program has expanded significantly
since 2014 and today it receives around 50
trainees each year.

How do candidates apply for
the program?

Eligible candidates — including all young
holders of licenses in commercial aviation,
multi-engine aircrafts and instrument
flight rules from academies either in Saudi
Arabia, USA or other countries — can apply
through the flynas website.

The program receives every year a fresh
batch of trainees and the application
process is generally open throughout the
year. The highest number of applicants
was recorded in January 2017 with 300
candidates, while 90 candidates have
conducted the primary tests for the new
2018 intake since we started receiving

applications for the year in November. The
successful nominees joining the program
will be announced soon.

What kind of pilot cadet
programs do you offer to
students?

There are three different stages a student
must go through before becoming a co-
pilot:

* Stage I: This is known as the specialized
study stage within the Future Pilot
Program and runs for a period of up to
18 weeks. The trainee reviews topics and
specific pilot studies related to foreign
academies. The trainee then attends an
Airbus focus course that covers flight
stimulator training studies. At the end of
this stage, the trainee obtains a license
from the Civil Aviation Authority, allowing
him to work as a cadet pilot on board an
Airbus 320.

* Stage II: This stage involves practical
training offered by professional and
licensed pilots on board the aircraft. The
training duration is up to 100 flight hours.
* Stage III: This stage is basically the
final examinations that qualify the
trainees to work as co-pilots on board
the Airbus. By the end of this stage, the
trainee would have completed 26 weeks of
consecutive training since the beginning of
the program.

What are the conditions and
specifications for candidates
wishing to apply for the
Future Pilot program?

There are several key requirements that
applicants must meet:

Personal: The applicant should be aged
between 19 and 34, be free of diseases, look
presentable and be of acceptable weight
and height.

Education: The applicant should hold
a high school diploma and a higher degree
in sciences with an average score of at least
85 percent alongside good English oral and
written skills.

Licenses: The applicant must hold licenses
in commercial aviation, instrument flight rules
and multi-engine aircrafts (primary training)
and these can be obtained from foreign
academies not related to flynas.

Can women apply for the
program?

There are no laws, regulations or decisions
that prevent women from joining the
program within the legal system governing
Saudi civil aviation. In fact, our website

“ Aviation is

a promising
market that needs
many nationals,
especially as the
flynas fleet today
includes 32
aircraft.”

announcement that we are receiving new
applicants did not exclude women.

Do trainees get hired after
passing the course?

flynas has a clear recruitment policy for
this program. Once the names of those who
are admitted to the Future Pilot Program
are announced, the HR Department signs
a contract with the trainee for a cadet
job with a pre-determined bonus. After
the completion of the final stage of the
program, the trainee receives a co-pilot job
contract.

What are the benefits and
average salaries offered to the
trainees hired by flynas?

flynas offers a number of employee benefits
that are considered among the best in the
Gulf region. The salary of the successful
Future Pilot applicants is divided into
three categories. Over the first six months,
the trainee receives a salary of SAR6,000
per month in addition to other benefits such
as travel allowance inside and outside the
Kingdom. At the end of the training period
he renews his contract of employment and
receives a salary starting from SAR16,000.
After completing 500 hours of flying, this
salary is increased to SAR21,000.

flynas NEWS
wlitbs

What is the employment
progression like for a co-
pilot?

After completing 4,000 hours of flying,
the co-pilot becomes a captain. This job is
not restricted by age. For instance, three
employees who were only 27 and from the
2011 training batch received such promotions.

What are flynas’ objectives for
such training programs?

flynas’ objectives focus on promoting the
interests of the country and ensuring
the Saudi people benefit. These training
programs are an important means to
enrich the aviation market and train Saudi
pilots and staff.

What message would you like
to give to young Saudis?

I would say to them that working in the
aviation industry requires a combination
of taking up flying as a hobby, learning
the skills and demonstrating dedication
to learning. It is a promising market that
needs many nationals, especially as the
flynas fleet today includes 32 aircraft.
Recently, flynas signed a new agreement
with Airbus to add 80 new planes and
this would require more employees. I also
advise potential candidates to contact
schools accredited by the authorities
to learn the basics of aviation and get
familiarized with aviation studies,
especially those related to weather, air
navigation and types of engines. This will
help them avoid difficulties during the
application process, examinations and
training period.

We reiterate through flynas magazine that
attracting national talents is one of our foremost
objectives and we welcome those who want to
join the aviation industry and work with flynas,
the first budget airline of Saudi Arabia.

Trainees on
the Future Pilot
program
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live in the city. An example is the Bukhari
market, which was established to sell
beads, precious stones and perfumes. I
also checked out the Shabsug Street, which
acquired its name from the Circassia tribe
that settled in the area in 1878 as a result
of its displacement by Tsarist Russia. In
the mountain of Achrafieh on the eastern
part of the country is the Armenian
Quarter. This is where survivors of the
Armenian massacres of the First World
War settled. I also strolled by the Abu
Darwish Mosque, which was built on Jebel
Al-Ashrafiyeh, one of Amman’s seven hills,
in 1961. Palestinians often pass by this
mountain.

Alleys and towers

If keen walkers turn east and look to the
south, the distinctive view of Amman’s
broadcasting buildings will welcome them.
They can also visit the archives covering
the Battle of Umm Al-Heran between the
eastern tribes of Jordan. Nabataean poets
said that it was a fierce war in which there
was much bloodshed and traumatized
horses and camels so much that they
deserted their own young to save their
lives. Today, the tribes there continue to
open up their tents and houses to guests
and serve Arab coffee laced with the
traditional spice, hal. It is a location where
different customs, genealogies and dialects
overlap.

On the other side of Amman, Khalid Bin Al-
Waleed Street on Jabal Al Hussein is home
to most of the Palestinian neighborhoods.
If you walk from the “Firas Al Ajlouni”
roundabout towards the Al-Hussein camp,
you can find on the sidewalks the names of
Palestinian cities.

If you go west, you can encounter beautiful
green spaces surrounded by stunning
glass facades. If you turn north you will
find the University of Jordan, while to the
south you can walk through Wasfi Al-Tal
Street with its eponymous gardens. This
point onwards marks the start of the new
Amman city center of Abdali. Visitors can
relax in the so-called “Abdali Boulevard”
characterized by its tall towers and weary
yet always smiling workers who while away
their troubles with witticisms, cup of coffee
on the sidewalk, or traditional “mansaf”
meal. Mansaf, considered the main dish
in Jordan, has evolved over the years to
become a staple in family households.
Before the migration of the Palestinians,
eastern dJordanians prepared it with
burghul and enriched it with meat, hal and
milk. Eventually the burghul disappeared
and was replaced by rice. Chicken is also
increasingly used in mansaf.

» Amman is rich
in culture and is
dominated by its
vibrant art scene

The glass towers of Abdali, built on the
ruins of an old neighborhood, stretch out
on the top of the hilltop to make the city
even more complex in nature.

I would describe Amman as a shy city.
However, it can be likened to a house open

“It is a city that
stands out among
other cities. It is
characterized by its
great heart, poetry
and important
statues. It is a place
that is considered
the epitome of
greatness by all its
visitors”
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to nature and people while leaving an
indelible imprint in the hearts of everyone
who passes by. It is a city that stands out
among other cities. It is characterized
by its great heart, poetry and important
statues. It is a place that is considered the
epitome of greatness by all its visitors and
inhabited by poets and many artists who
have each made their mark on the city.

A final note about Amman

Is there anything left to say about Amman
that hasn’t been said already? Yes there
is — I am now sitting on Jabal Al-Weibdeh
to write about my city. The mountain is a
place that was once forgotten but has been
imbued with life by rich poems. Jabal Al-
Weibdeh is considered the mountain of
culture and love from where you can salute
Birm Al-Tunisi, Ahmed Shawki, Naguib
Mahfouz, and Moaness Al-Razzaz, whose
names are immortalized on street signs. In
the center of this mountain lies the Paris
yard and French Cultural Center. The
location attracts crowds of people enjoying
the numerous cafes that are commonplace
in this city of secrets — a multi-ethnic
metropolis that is always smiling and is
characterized by its beauty and culture. ®

* A Palestinian poet living in Amman
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In the center of the downtown area,
specifically Faisal Square, I enjoyed a
cup of coffee in a paper cup bought from a
Yemeni immigrant’s cart by the building
of the Arab Bank. I then walked down the
street while thinking deeply about this
city.

Amman could be described as a flat
without a balcony as there are no seaports
overlooking the city nor a river tearing
through it. When the bodies of Bani
Hashim horses was strewn all over the
battlefield after a plan to take the city of
Al-Salt in Balga province failed, the state
itself decided to turn it into a riverside city.
In contrast, Amman is a characterized by
its stone buildings, but nevertheless it
is still capable of mesmerizing visitors.
It boasts green spaces on the balconies

“Amman is a
characterized by
its stone buildings,
but nevertheless
it is still capable
of mesmerizing
visitors. It boasts
green spaces on
the balconies of
several cafes that
captivate their
customers”

of several cafes that captivate their
customers, especially as they are designed
to evoke memories of the seven historic
Amman hills that surround the city like a
fortress wall.

A rich history

Historically, Amman’s population began to
settle at the base of the city until they were
forced to move to the mountains to build

FlynQs » DESTINATION
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their houses there. The valleys in this city
also played a great historical role. For
example, “Wadi Saqra” extends along the
city’s base like a snake and is overlooked
by the Rajem Al-Malfof, a place where
humans always paid tribute to Jordan’s
extraordinary nature.

To understand Amman’s heritage better, it
is worth noting that on first glance it is not
really different to that of other major Arab
cities. However it carries the memories
of the Hashemite tents that later became
the great palace of Raghdan facing the
palace of the Umayyads on Mount Castle.
It is a palace that was built by Muslims
during their conquest after they took over
the state of Ghassanah. A railway system
was built nearby that once carried the
Ottomans from their country to the Hejaz
region. The palace receives its visitors in
the Roman-era lobby. I also walked down
the popular markets and spent the day
admiring the Al-Hussein Mosque on King
Talal Street that was built during the reign
of King Abdullah I. These markets embody
the different cultures of immigrants who »

» The valleys
in this city also
played a great
historical role
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Each time I visit Amman, a city that is home o mj; soul and body, I always notice
something different about it. I started my visit this time round from Jabal Amman, which is
one of the seven hills that originally made up Amman and casts an impesing shadow over the
Jordanian capital. It is home to stories of families who were and still are the head of the city and
is characterized by its popular Rainbow Street, which received its name from the Rainbow Cinema
frequented by Amman’s aristocratic families. The cinema is now gone but the street remains. I went
into the pulsing downtown of the city that is always lively even though a new center has been built

.in Amman’s Abdali area. » .
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the second half of the 19th century and
first half of the 20th century, Unaizah
received the attention of several Western
travelers such as George Foster Sadler,
Carlo Claudio Camillo Guarmani, Charles
Doughty, Charles Hopper, Edward Noldh,
Harry St John Bridger Philby (Abdullah
Philby) and Ameen Al-Rihani.

All praised the city for being one of the
most hospitable, generous, tolerant and
open-minded urban places in Arabia. The
first Orientalist to visit Unaizah was the
British captain George Foster Sadler, who
wrote about his trip and mentioned the
names of the villages and time of travel
between various points.

After this, the English consul William
Gifford Palgrave (1279 H / 1862 AD) wrote
a narrative of his travels which also covered
Unaizah. In his book, he described the area
as small islands of plantations located
between the sands. He also described the
location of Unaizah and the palm farms
in the valley, but he didn’t describe the
buildings, market or people of the city.

The Italian traveler Carlo Claudio Camillo
Guarmani, who was working as an agent of
French shipping companies in Jerusalem,
also stayed in Unaizah for a few days in
1864; his profession helped him to wander
in the region while trading Arab horses,
building relationships with the tribes of
Levant and North Arabian Peninsula,
speaking Arabic, wearing Bedouin clothes,
and getting used to the life of desert. He
wrote a book entitled “A Journey from
Jerusalem to Unaizah in Qassim” in 1866.
Unaizah was also visited in 1893 by Edward
Noldh, who wrote about his trip in a book
entitled: “Journey in the Center of the Arabian
Peninsula, Kurdistan and Armenia in 1892.”
He mentioned that Unaizah was one of the
largest cities in the Arabian Peninsula in terms
of houses and population; it was surrounded
by two walls (internal and external), and
between them lay a belt of farms and orchards
two to three kilometers wide. The walls were
provided with towers and helped to protect
the city from artillery, he said, while paying
tribute to the military force of the city and its
ability to effectively resist invaders.

“ It is more
beautiful than
Paris when you
look at it. It is
small but stunning
with colors as if

it was painted by
Monet for a story
from the Arabian
Night.”

» A traditional
folklore
performance

FlynQs » Roots
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Charles Doughty, who stayed for two
months in 1878 and wrote over 200 pages
full of detail and information about social,
economic and political life, was the first to
introduce the city to the Western audience
(Travels in Arabia Deserta, 1888). He
recorded that “Unaizah was a center for
religious and social tolerance.”

Harry St. John Philby in 1918 followed in
Doughty’s footsteps and wrote a book on his
experiences called “Arabia of the Wahhabis”
in 1928.

Itis like America and England
Al-Rihani spoke highly of the city’s
architecture and works of art in his book
“Kings of Arabia”, likening it to Paris and
coining its nickname “Paris of Najd”.

In his description of Unaizah, he said: “The
hospitality...was best during the following
days in Unaizah, the Queen of Qassim.
Unaizah is a fortress of freedom and the
direction for all travelers. Unaizah is the pole
of taste, the Paris of Najd. However, it is more
beautiful than Paris because it is surrounded
by the yellow sand of the golden Nafud...It is
more beautiful than Paris when you look at
it. It is small but stunning with colors as if
it was painted by Monet for a story from the
Arabian Nights, as if Unaizah is a pearl in a
pot of gold surrounded by lapis lazuli.”
Al-Rihani also described the city markets
as such: “They were like passages built
under bridges, with houses built over the
bridges, but there is a large illuminating
market that surprises you with its shapes
and colors; it reminds you of America
and England and takes you to India and
Japan.” @
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» There are many
activities available
for all the family
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» Unaizah still
retains much
of its strikingly
beautiful Najdi
architecture

Unaizah is a small city with multiple titles;
it is called the green city, the parterre of
farms and orchards, and Paris of Najd.
The city was visited by a lot of European
travelers between 1819 and 1922 such
as George Foster Sadler, Carlo Claudio
Camillo Guarmani, and Charles Montagu
Doughty.

flynas magazine visited Unaizah to learn
about its charming environment and
unique architecture.

Geography and history

Unaizah is the oldest city in Qassim
Province; it is a land characterized by
farms, orchards and abundant water. It lies
in the northern-central region of the Najd
and to the south of the Wadi Al Rumma
(Rumma Valley), the longest valley on the

“Many scientists
and historians
believe that
Unaizah was
inhabited
hundreds of years
before the spread
of Islam”

Arabian Peninsula. It is surrounded by
sand dunes to its north and west, which
are known locally as the Al-Ghamis Sands,
and the Al-Ghadha Woods are located to
the north of it. Unaizah is situated 700
meters above sea level.

Unaizah is an agricultural area and
produces wheat and barley of various
strains. The region also grows grapes,
grapefruits, lemons, leeks, mandarins,
oranges and pomegranates. Its millions
palm trees produce some of the best dates
in the country. There are many agricultural
projects in Unaizah including greenhouses
for vegetables, fruit orchards and projects
to improve poultry production.

The name Unaizah comes from the
Arabic word “Onz” which means black

hill. Unaizah was named because of a

black hill located on its northeastern side.
Historically, Unaizah was an important
stopping point for Muslim pilgrims coming
from Mesopotamia (now Iraq) and Persia
(mow Iran) on their way to Makkah.
Many scientists and historians believe
that Unaizah was inhabited hundreds of
years before the spread of Islam, citing its
reference in numerous poems from some
of the most important poets of pre-Islamic
Arabia such as Imru Al-Qais.

The city with its current geography consists
of the neighborhoods of Al-Janah, Al-Dabt,
Al-Khoraizah, Al-Akilieh and Al-Meleiha;
these neighborhoods were originally
separated from each other and remained as
independent entities for some time between
1100 and 1686.

Al-Janah, which is located in the north, is
considered to be the first foundation stone
in the formation of this city; it was the
headquarters of Al-Janah family’s emirate
since the date of its inception in 1101 until
the emergence of the Unaizah emirate in
1686. Al-Meleiha is located in the heart of
the old city, while Al-Khoraizah is located
in the city’s west end and is bordered by Al-
Akilieh from the south. In the north lies Al-
Jouz neighborhood.

An important destination for
travelers

The people of Unaizah are well known
for their hospitality and acceptance of
people from other races and religions. In
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“The Queen of Qassim and fort of fréedom and men.” This is'how Lebanese
American writer, intellectual and political activist Amin Al-Rihani (author of
s “Kings of the Arabs”) described Unaizah when he passediby it on his way from
Riyadh to Iraq.
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The Metropolis of Qassim and first civilization
in the Arabian Peninsula
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